THE IMPLEMENTATION OF DIRECTIVE 91 /67/EEC CONCERNING THE ANIMAL 
HEALTH CONDITIONS GOVERNING THE PLACING ON THE MARKET OF 
AQUACULTURE ANIMALS AND THEIR PRODUCTS 



1 . This paper describes 

(a) the steps which the Fisheries Departments in Great 
Britain propose to take to implement the EC 
Directive on Fish Health; 

and 

(b) the measures to be adopted within the framework of 
the Directive to prevent the introduction or spread 

of fish and shellfish disease within Great Britain 
from 1 January 1993. 

All measures are designed to come into effect as from 1 
January 1993 subject to Parliament's approval of the 
necessary legislation. 

2. Comments from interested parties should be submitted to the 
appropriate Fisheries Department by 8 May 1992. The 
relevant addresses are: 

Mr Guy Kerry 

Salmon, Whaling and Inland Fisheries Division 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

Room 607 

Nobel House 

17 Smith Square 

LONDON SW1P 3 JR 

Mr Sean Chainey 

Welsh Office Agriculture Department 
Room 2003 
Cathays Park 
CARDIFF CF1 3NQ 

Miss Morag Robertson 

Scottish Office Agriculture and Fisheries Department 

Room 251 

Pentland House 

47 Robb's Loan 

EDINBURGH EH1 4 1 TW 

3. Comments submitted to the Fisheries Department will 
normally be made available for public inspection unless the 
person or organisation commenting has 
requested otherwise. 

4. This paper is divided into five sections: 
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I. General approach (paras 5 to 8) 

II. Measures for ^e control of fish and shellfish 
diseases (paras 9 to 13) 

III. Conditions applying to trade within the Single 
Market (paras 14 to 22) 

IV. Conditions applying to in^ports frra third countries 
(paras 23 to 25) 

V. Charging issues (para 26) 

These sections should be read in conjunction with the 
following Appendices : 



A A summary of Directive 91 /67/EEC 

B Proposals for approved zones for List I and II 

diseases and national control programmes for List 
III diseases 

C Existing national legislation and proposed changes 

D. Future introductions of ornamental fish and 
shellfish 



I . GENERAL APPROACH 

5* It is envisaged that Directive 91 /67/EEC will be 
implemented by means of two statutory instruments to be 
made under Section 2(2) of the European Communities Act 
1972. Orders of this kind are designed specifically to put 
into effect obligations in EC law and can be used to amend 
other primary legislation for that purpose. Orders under 
the Act are subject to affirmative resolution procedure in 
Parliament: they are usually debated and must be confirmed. 
We have in mind two orders; one will give effect to the 
provisions of the Directive insofar as these reguire legal 
expression. A second order will amende and where 

necessary y revoke our existing legislation so as to deal 
with ^y conflict with Directive 91 /67/EEC and its 
provisions for the future operation of a Single Market for 
trade in aquaculture animals and their products. 

6. As its title conveys. Directive 91 /67/EEC is concerned with 
the animal health conditions applying to the placing on the 
market of aquaculture animals and their products. These 
are defined as 

"live fish, crustaceans or molluscs (at any stage 
of development) coming from a farm, including 
those from the wild intended for a farm" 
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7 . 

8 . 

II. 

9 . 



and 



"products derived from aquaculture animals, whether 
intended for farming, such as (eyed) eggs and 
gametes, or for human consumption." 

Placing on the market means 

"holding or displaying for sale, offering for sale, 
selling, delivering, transferring or any other form 
of placing on the market in the Community, with the 
exception of retail sale." 

The terms of the Directive are such that certain provisions 
'^lll also affect trade in and the movement of non- farmed or 
wild stocks. There are also aspects of disease control, 
such as the notification of suspected infection in wild 
stocks and the designation of non-f armed waters, which are 
not covered by the Directive. Existing legislation will 
therefore be maintained to deal with those circumstances 
which fall beyond the scope of the Directive. 

The competent authorities responsible for the 
implementation and application of the Directive will be the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAFF), the 
Welsh Office Agriculture Department (WOAD) and the Scottish 
Office Agriculture and Fisheries Department (SOAFD). 

The approved laboratories will be the Fish Diseases 
Laboratory at Weymouth and the Marine Laboratory at 
Aberdeen and the official services will be the Fish Disease 
Inspectorates of both MAFF and SOAFD. 



MEASURES FOR THE CONTROL OF FISH AND SHELLFISH DISEASES 
It is proposed that one of the new orders needed would: 

(i) schedule the diseases listed at Annex A of 
the Directive for which Ministers may wish to 
establish approved disease-free zones or 
farms, or to adopt national control 
programmes to prevent the introduction or 
spread of disease; 

(ii) require the notification of suspected 
infection with a disease listed on the 
schedule; 

(iii) empower Ministers to take action to 
establish, operate; suspend; restore and 
cancel approved disease-free zones or farms; 
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(iv) empower Ministers to take action to establish 

and operate national control programmes to 
prevent the introduction or spread of 

disease; 

(v) require details of the establishment, 
suspension, restoration 2uid cancellation of 
approved zones and of the establishment and 
operation of national control programmes to 
be published and notified to those affected; 

(vi) empower Ministers to appoint fish disease 
inspectors; 

(vii) give fish disease inspectors right of entry 
and powers to inspect farms, stock and 
records , to ask for the records to be 
produced and to take samples; 

(viii) require the owners or persons in charge of 
fish farms to make facilities available for 
the inspection of their stock and to provide 
samples; 

(ix) enable fish disease inspectors to issue 
notices prohibiting the movement of fish and 
eggs into or off fish farms and the movement 
of food off farms where reasonable grounds 
for suspecting notifiable disease exist; 

(x) enable Ministers to designate any farm as 
infected , to regulate the movement of fish, 
eggs and foodstuffs into, off and within the 
infected area, and to serve notices requiring 
the removal of dead and dying fish and 
regulating the manner of their removal or 
disposal; 

(xi) enable Ministers, in the event of an outbreak 

of certain diseases (VHS, IHN, Bonamia, 

Haplosporidium, Marteilia and Perkinsus), to 

require the slaughter of all live fish or 
shellfish on infected farms, the destruction 
of any dead fish which have been contaminated 
or infected, the means of their disposal, and 
the disinfection of facilities and equipment 
where it is decided to re-establish approved 
zone or farm status; 

(xii) create penalties for offences such as failing 

to report a suspected notifiable disease, 
obstructing fish disease inspectors or 

failing to comply with instructions or 

notices issued by Ministers. 
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1 0 . The proposed measures to be adopted in pursuance of these 
powers are described at Appendix B. In brief it is 
envisaged that approved zones would be established for 

(a) the fish diseases Viral Haemorrhagic 

Septicaemia (VHS) and Infectious 

Haematopoietic Necrosis (IHN) 

and 

(b) the shellfish diseases Bonamia ostreae, 

Haplosporidium amoricana, Marteilia 

refringens and Perkinsus atlanticus. 

Subject to confirmation of our plans by the Commission, national 

control programmes would also be adopted for 

Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis (IPN) 

Bacterial Kidney Disease (BKO) 

Furunculosis in Salmon 

Gyrodactyliasis caused by Gyrodactylus salaris 

Spring Viraemia of Carp 

11. At present Directive 91 /67/EEC does not provide for 
specific measures to be taken in respect of the exotic 
disease Infectious Salmon Anaemia and of Gaffkaemia in 
lobsters. However, the Commission will be bringing forward 
proposals later this year to amend Annex A of the 
Directive, and the Fisheries Departments have discussed the 
inclusion of these two diseases with the Commission. 

12. Consideration is being given to defining the responsibility 
for reporting notifiable disease to include not only the 
owner, manager or any person having charge of a fish farm 
but also any person concerned with the examination or 
treatment of fish and shellfish for disease purposes. 

13. The arrangements for maintaining existing national controls 
to deal with outbreaks of disease occurring in non-farmed 
or wild stocks are described at Appendix C. 



III. CONDITIONS APPLYING TO TRADE WITHIN THE SINGLE MARKET 
General Requirements 

14. It is envisaged that regulations would require any person 
placing aquaculture animals and their products on the 
market to ensure that: 

(i) live fish and shellfish show no signs of 
clinical disease on the day of loading; do 
not originate from farms on which movement 
restrictions have been placed unless 
authorised; have not been in contact with 
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animals from a farm on which movement 
restrictions have been placed; and are not 
intended for slaughter or destruction under 
any eradication scheme; 

(ii) eggs and gametes come from live fish and 
shellfish satisfying the requirements of (i) 

(iii) aquaculture products come from fish showing 
no signs of clinical disease; 

15. Transporters of aquaculture animals would be required to 
ensure that: 

(i) journeys are as short as possible; 

(ii) transportation is undertaken in such a way as 
to safeguard the health of fish and 
shellfish; 

(iii) vehicles are cleaned prior to loading and if 
necessary disinfected using authorised 
disinfectants. Road vehicles must be 
designed so as to prevent the leakage of 
water. 

If there is to be any change of water during overland 
transit, this must be carried out at sites approved by 
Ministers in consultation with the appropriate regulatory 
bodies (the National Rivers Authority in England and Wales 
and River Purification Boards in Scotland). These sites 
must be designed to prevent contamination to the host 
environment either by facilitating disinfection of the 
water or by ensuring that the diLharge does not empty 
directly into the sea or inland waters. In addition any 
water used to replenish or refill transporter tanks must 
not alter the health status of the species transported. 

16. Each consignment of aquaculture animals and products is to 

marked or labelled, and accompanied by documents 
enabling it to be identified and traced back to the farm of 
origin . 

17. From 1 January 1993 all consignments of aquaculture 
animals, including their eggs and gametes, destined for 
another approved zone or an approved farm in a non-approved 
zone must be accompanied by a specified form of movement 
document. Such documents must be obtained from the 
appropriate Fisheries Department which will be responsible 
for their completion at the place of loading within 48 

of dispatch. These certificates will be drawn up on 
a single sheet of paper in the official language of the 
country of destination and will be valid for 10 days.. 



6 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Restrictions on the movement of live fish into approved zones 



18. Where approved . zones have been established or are being 
established, regulations would permit the following 

introductions : - 

( i ) in the case of fish susceptible to IHN or 

VHS, fish originating from another approved 
zone; 

(ii) in the case of eggs and gametes from fish 

susceptible to IHN or VHS, eggs and gametes 
originating from another approved zone or an 
approved farm; 

(iii) in the case of fish, eggs or gametes not 

susceptible to IHN and VHS, fish, eggs and 
gametes originating from another approved 
zone, an approved farm or a farm in a 
non-approved zone, which contains no fish 
susceptible to IHN or VHS and which is not 
connected to a watercourse or with coastal or 
estuarial waters. Introductions from farms 
in non-approved zones which received fish 
from the wild or from other farms in 
non-approved zones, which held fish 
susceptible to VHS or IHN or which were 
connected to a watercourse or with coastal or 
estuarial waters, would not be permitted; 

(iv) in the case of wild fish, fish, eggs and 
gametes originating from another approved 
zone . 



Such introductions of fish, eggs or gametes would also have 
to be accompanied by a movement document, in a specified 
form, signed by the official service for the place of 
origin. 

Restrictions on the movement of unoutted fish into approved 
zones 

1 9 . Where approved zones have been established or are being 
established, regulations would permit for human consumption 
or processing introductions of ungutted dead fish 
susceptible to IHN or VHS or their viscera provided such 
fish or viscera originated from another approved zone. 

Restrictions on the movement of live shellfish into approved 
zones 

20. Where approved coastal zones or approved coastal farms have 
been established or are being established, regulations 
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would permit the relaying of shellfish, including eggs or 
gametes, as follows:- 

( i ) in the case of shellfish susceptible to 
Bonamia, Haplosporidium, Mazteilia or 
Perkinsus, shellfish originating from an 
approved coastal zone or an approved coastal 
farm. 

(ii) in the case of shellfish not susceptible to 
Bonamia, Haplosporidlum, Marteilia and 
Perkinsus, shellfish originating from an 
approved coastal zone, an approved coastal 
farm, or a farm in a non-approved coastal 
zone, which contains no shellfish susceptible 
to Bonamia, Haplosporidium, Marteilia or 
Perkinsus and which is not connected to a 
watercourse or coastal or estuarine waters. 
Introductions from farms in non-approved 
coastal zones which received shellfish from 
the wild or from other farms in non-approved 
coastal zones, which held shellfish 
susceptible to Bonamia, Haplosporidium, 
Marteilia and Perkinsus or which were 
connected with a watercourse or coastal or 
estuarial waters, would not be allowed. 

Such introductions of shellfish would also have to be 
accompanied by a movement document, in a specified form, 
signed by the official service for the place or origin. 

21 . Relaying would be defined to include deposit on the 
^o^®shore and all land adjacent to the foreshore comprising 
shellfish cleansing and storing establishments, shellfish 
hatcheries, shellfish pits and shellfish ponds. 

gXSyi^igns for the wet storage or purification in approved zones 

— — ghgllfish originating fr o m non approved zones for human 

consumption 

22. Where approved coastal zones have been established or are 
being established, regulations would permit the wet storage 
or purification of shellfish susceptible to Bonamia, 
Haplosporidium, Marteilia and Perkinsus originating from 
non-approved zones where the storage facilities or 
purification centre is specially equipped; includes a 
system f or ^ the treatment and disinfection of residual 
water; and is approved by Ministers. 
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IV CONDITIONS APPLYING TO IMPORTS FROM THIRD COUNTRIES (le those 

outside the EC) 

23. Regulations would permit the import of aquaculture animals 
and products from those third countries approved by the 
Commission and the Standing Veterinary Committee and listed 
in the Official Journal of the European Communities, 
subject to any conditions attached to that approval. 

24. Each consignment would have to be accompanied by a 
certificate, in a form to be specified and completed by the 
official service of the exporting coxmtry within 24 hours 
of dispatch. The certificate, valid for 10 days, would be 
drawn up on a single sheet of paper and in the official 
language of the country of destination. Separate 
certificates would be required for each consignee. 

25. Until decisions have been taken at Community level on the 
arrangements for the import of aquaculture animals and 
their products from individual third countries. Member 
States will be permitted to apply national rules provided 
that these are at least equivalent to the rules applying to 
intra-Community trade. 



V. CHARGING 

26. In advance of the introduction of any EC measures, 
Ministers do not propose to charge the aquaculture industry 
for the costs of the inspections and diagnostic tests 
undertaken in support of establishing and maintaining 
approved zones for List II diseases or of national control 
and inspection programmes for List III diseases. Nor will 
charges be made for the administrative cost of issuing 
movement documents required by Articles 7, 8 and 14 of 

Directive 91 /67/EEC for the purposes of intra-Community 
trade. However, just as now, charges will be made for any 
additional visits or tests which may be necessary for 
export certification purposes to meet the particular 
requirements of other Member States or of third countries. 



Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
Scottish Office Agriculture and Fisheries Department 

Welsh Office Agriculture Department 

March 1992 
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APPENDIX A 

A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 91 /67/EEC CONCERNING THE ANIMAL 
HEALTH CONDITIONS GOVERNING THE PLACING ON THE MARKET OF 
AQUACULTURE ANIMALS AND PRODUCTS 

The Directive was adopted on 28 January 1991 and must be 
implemented by 1 January 1993. Its primary purpose is to 
facilitate intra Community trade in live fish and shellfish, ie. 
aquaculture animals. However the Directive recognises that 
Member States will wish to take action to prevent the 
introduction or spread of disease arising from the movement of 
aquaculture animals and provides a framework within which such 
action may be taken. 

CHAPTER ONE : GENERAL PROVISIONS 



Article 1 : 


defines the scope of the Directive. It applies 
without prejudice to Community or national 

provisions on the conservation of species. 


Article 2: 


definitions 



CHAPTER TWO : PLACING ON THE MARKET OF COMMUNITY AQUACULTURE 

ANIMALS AND PRODUCTS 



Article 3: 


general conditions pertaining to the health of all 
aquaculture animals and products placed on the 
market 


Article 4: 


general conditions on transportation 


Article 5 
and 6 : 


procedures for applying for approved zone and 
approved farm status for List I and II diseases 


Article 7 : 


conditions for introducing live fish susceptible to 
List I and II diseases into approved zones and 
approved farms ( introductions to originate from 
sources of equivalent or higher health status) 


Article 8: 


conditions for relaying live molluscs susceptible to 
List I and II diseases in approved coastal zones and 
approved coastal farms (introductions to originate 
from sources of equivalent or higher health status) 


Article 9: 


conditions for marketing in approved zones for human 
consumption aquaculture animals and products from 
non-approved zones. (Fish susceptible to List I and 
II diseases to be eviscerated and shellfish 
susceptible to List I and II diseases to be held in 
wet storage facilities or purification centres which 
are approved and specially equipped including a 




*x# 
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Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

CHAPTER 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 
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system for the treatment and disinfection of 
residual water) 

10: procedures for setting up programmes to 
achieve approved zone or farm status and 
interim safeguards to protect against the 
introduction and spread of disease 

11: identification of consignments and completion of 

movement documents for intra Community trade between 
approved zones and farms 

12: procedures for setting up national control 

programmes to deal with diseases present in a Member 
State 

13: procedures for setting up national control 

programmes to deal with diseases exotic to a Member 
State 

14: conditions for introducing fish and shellfish not 
susceptible to List X and XX diseases into approved 
zones and approved farms 

15: development of sampling and diagnostic plans 

16. application of horizontal directives on veterinary 
checks to aguaculture animals and products 

17: checks by the Commission's veterinary inspectorate 
to ensure that the Directive has been properly and 
uniformly applied 

THREE : RULES GOVERNING IMPORTS FOR THIRD COUNTRIES 

18: general application of Articles 19 to 21 

19: imports to come from approved sources and factors to 
be taken into account in granting approval 

20: health conditions to be met by imports 

21 : certification of imports 

22: checks by Commission on arrangements operating in 
third countries 

23: application of horizontal directives on veterinary 
checks 

24: safeguard procedures if disease occurs in a third 
country 
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CHAPTER FOUR ; FINAL PROVISIONS 



Article 



25: procedure for amending Annexes A to E of the 
Directive 



Article 26 

and 27 : the Standing Veterinary Committee procedure 

Article 28: review of Annex A by 1 July 1992 and of the status 

of approved farms in non approved zones by 1 January 
1997 



Article 29 

and 30 : Directive to be implemented by 1 January 1993 

ANNEX A : LIST OF DISEASES AND SUSCEPTIBLE SPECIES 



Copy attached. 



ANNEX B : APPROVED ZONES 



Defines continental and coastal zones for fish and coastal zones 
for molluscs; lays down the conditions for achieving and 
maintaining approved zone status; and sets out the arrangements 
for suspending, restoring and withdrawing approval in the event 
of an outbreak of a List I and II disease. 

Achieving and maintaining approved zone status are dependent on 
the regular inspection and testing of fish and shellfish farm 
stocks. The restoration of approval after a confirmed outbreak 
of disease is dependent on the destruction of infected stocks. 

ANNEX C : APPROVED FARMS IN A NON APPROVED ZONE 

Repeats the provisions of Annex B but with additional 
safeguards . 

AliNEX D : RENEWAL OF WATER 

Conditions to be met by water exchange points . 

ANNEX E : MODELS OF MOVEMENT DOCUMENTS 

Certificates to accompany animals despatched to approved zones 
and farms. 



MAFF 
SOAFC 
WOAC 
March 1992 
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Official Journal of the European Communities 



No L 46/9 



ASSEX A 

LIST OF DISEASES AND SUSCEPTIBLE SPECIES 



1 I 


2 


Dtseaic 


Suscepcible species 


LIST I ! 




Fish ; 




IHN 

'Infectious hcmatopoienc necrosis) 

\ 

1 

i 


Salmo gairdneri 
Oncorhynchus nerka 
Oncorhynchus tschaurytscha 
Oncorhynchus rhodurus 
Salmo salar 


1 

LIST II ! 

1 




Fish 




VHS 

(Viral haemorrhage sepncaemia) 


Salmo gatrdnen 
Salmo trutta 
Salmo salar 
Thymallus thymallus 
Coregonus sp. 

Bsox luctus (fry) 


1 

•Molluscs 1 

I 




Bonomta ostreae 1 

Maneilta sp. [ 


Ostrea adults 
Ostrea adults 


Hiplosportdtum sp. | 


Ostraa adults 


Perkinsus sp. ' 

1 


Rudttapas dacussatus 


1 

LIST III 




Fish 




IPN 

(Infecnous pancreatic necrosis) PN 


Salmo gatrdnari 
Salmo trutta 
Salvaltnus fonttnalis 
Oncorhynchus (two speaes) 


SVC 

(Spring viremia of carp) 


Cyprtnus carpto 
Ctanopharyngodon idalla' 
Hypophtalmtchtys sp. 


BKD 

(Baaerial kidney disease) 


All salmonida and Oncorhynchus in parocular 


Furunculosis in Adannc salmon 


Salmo salar and all other salmomdae 


ER-M 

(Emenc red mouth disease) 


Salmonidae, Anguilla angmlla, Psatta maxtma 
(turbot) 

Sotropts athannoides (bait minnow) 


Gyrodacrylosis (Cyrodactylut salansi 


Salmo salar 


Myxobolosis (Myxosomiasis) 
(Whirling disease) 


Salmo gatrdnan 
Salmo trutta 
Salmo salar 
Salvaltnus fonttnalis 


Crustaceans 


1 

1 


.\phanomycoiis Asucus sp. (crayfish plague) 


j Astacus sp. 

Austropotamobtus palhpas 
Procambarus clarktt 
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APPENDIX B 

PROPOSALS FOR APPROVED ZONES FOR LIST I AND II DISEASES AND 
CONTROL PROGRAMMES FOR LIST III DISEASES IN GREAT BRITAIN 

1 . An application to establish approved zones and to operate 
national control programmes will be submitted by the Government 
to the European Commission later this year in accordance with 
the provisions of Articles 5, 10, 12 and 13 of Directive 
91 /67/EEC. 

2. It is proposed that approved zone and national control 
programmes should take effect from 1 January 1993 such that 
safeguards against the introduction and spread of serious 
diseases of fish and shellfish are maintained. 



APPROVED ZONES 

(A) INFECTIOUS HAEMATOPOIETIC NECROSIS (IHN) AND VIRAL 
HAEMORRHAGIC SEPTICAEMIA (VHS) 

3 . It is proposed to secure approved zone status on the 
basis of Great Britain's historical freedom from IHN and VHS. 
From 1 January 1993 all farms holding species susceptible to 
IHN or VHS - Atlantic salmon, rainbow trout, brown trout, 
grayling, coregonus and pike fry - will have to be inspected 
twice yearly and the fish sampled and tested at least once in 
every two years. Both diseases would remain notifiable. 

4. It is envisaged that the inland and coastal waters of 
Great Britain would constitute a single zone. In the event of 
an outbreak or suspected outbreak of disease, all movements of 
live fish, their eggs and gametes and of dead ungutted fish in 
an infected area would be subject to official control in order 
to safeguard the status of the remainder of the zone. An 
infected area would consist of the river catchment and adjacent 
land and/or where appropriate the adjoining coastal areas. 
Where the disease was confirmed and Ministers decided to seek 
restoration of approved status, all fish on infected farms 
would be slaughtered, the infected fish destroyed, and the 
equipment and facilities disinfected. Farms in infected areas 
would then be inspected and tested twice yearly for 4 years . 
Provided they remained free of infection and subject to the 
agreement of the Commission and the Standing Veterinary 
Committee, approved status would be regained. 



.Introductions into Great Britain of fish species susceptible tn 
IHN and VHS 

5. Live fish (farmed or wild): introductions from other 
approved zones in the Community will be permitted but those 
from approved farms in non-approved zones, would not be allowed 
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until the additional guarantees provided for in Article 7.1(a) 
of Directive 91/67 are agreed. The introduction of eggs and 
gametes will be. permitted from both approved zones and approved 
farms . 

6. Dead ungutted fish (farmed or wild) : introductions into 
Great Britain will be permitted only from approved zones in 
other parts of the Community. 

Intrpdygtign^ into Great Britain of fish specig^s wnr 

suscepti ble to IHN and VHS 

7. Fanned fish including eggs and gametes ; introductions 
will be permitted from 

( i ) approved zones ; 

(ii) approved farms in non-approved zones; and 

(iii) farms in non-approved zones which do not contain 
susceptible species and which are not connected to 
a water course or with coastal or estuarine waters, 
provided such farms do not themselves receive fish 
from the wild or other farms in non— approved zones 
which contain susceptible species or which are 
connected to a water course or with coastal or 
estuarine waters. 

8. Wild fish including eggs and gametes: introductions from 
other approved zones in the Community will be permitted. 



(B) BONAMIA, HAPLOSPORIDIUM, MARTEILIA AND PERKINSUS 

9. It is proposed to undertake a two year programme of visits 
and tests from 1 January 1993 with a view to securing approved 
coastal zone status in 1995. During this period, all shellfish 
farms in Great Britain will be placed under official 
surveillance. Samples of susceptible species, where present, 
will be taken from representative points within areas of 
shellfish production at intervals according to the development 
of the pathogens concerned. Restrictions will apply to the 
introduction and the relaying of stock from non-approved 
sources . 

10. It is envisaged that Great Britain would be a single 
coastal zone. However it will not be possible to deposit in 
the remainder of Great Britain molluscan shellfish taken from 
the following areas: 

(1) Dodman Point to Lizard Lighthouse 

(2) Handfast Point to Selsey Bill 

(3) Shoeburyness to Languard Point 
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all of which have been affected by Bonamia. Movements between 
these areas would however be permitted, subject to approval by 

11. All four shellfish diseases will be made notifiable. In 
the event of an outbreak or suspected outbreak of disease, all 
movements of shellfish in an infected coastal area would be 
subject to official control in order to safeguard the status of 
^ ® , ^®^3.inder of the zone. Where disease was confirmed and 
Ministers decided to seek restoration of approved status, 
infected or contaminated molluscs would be destroyed and 
facilities and equipment disinfected. Infected areas would 
then be subject to a two year programme of intensive inspection 
and testing. Provided they remained free of infection, and 
subject to agreement by the Commission and the Standing 
Veterinary Committee, approved status would be regained. 

Introductions into Great Britain of shellfish 

s usceptible to Bonamia, Haplospo r idium. Marteilia and Perkinsus 
and intended for relaying or on-orowinQ ^ 

12. Introductions from other approved coastal zones and 

approved coastal farms in non-approved zones will be permitted. 

I ntroduotiQns into Great Britai n of non-susceotible shellfish 
species for relaying or on growing 

13. Farmed molluscs : introductions from: 

( i ) other approved coastal zones 

(ii) approved coastal farms in non— approved zones or 

(iii) farms in non-approved zones which contain no 

susceptible species and which are not connected to 
a watercourse or with coastal or estuarine waters 
will be permitted. 

14. Wild molluscs : introductions from other approved zones in 
the Community will be permitted. 

IntrQdy <r t i on s — jn^p — Great Brita in of shellfish species intended 
storag e or purification 

15. Introductions from: 

(i) other approved coastal zones 

(ii) approved coastal farms in non-approved zones and 

(iii) non-approved coastal zones and farms if held in 

approved storage facilities or purification centres 
specially equipped and with a system for the 
treatment and disinfection of residual water will 
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be permitted. 



NATIONAL CONTROL PROGRAMMES 

(A) BACTERIAL KIDNEY DISEASE (BKD) 

16. BKD will remain a notifiable disease for both farmed and 
wild stocks. Where BKD infection is suspected or confirmed, 
affected sites will be designated and details published. 
Movements of live fish prohibited unless otherwise authorised. 

17. Additionally all salmon farms will be inspected twice a 
year for BKD. Fish will be sampled and laboratory tests for 
the bacterium BKD undertaken at least once every two years . 
Trout farms will be similarly inspected but laboratory tests 
will only be undertaken where examination of the samples on 
site reveals signs of clinical infection. 

(B) INFECTIOUS PANCREATIC NECROSIS (IPN) 

18. IPN will remain a notifiable disease for both farmed and 
wild stocks. Where IPN infection is suspected or confirmed, 
affected sites will be designated and details published. All 
movements of infected salmon and of infected trout to seawater 
sites, will be subject to official controls. Movements of 
salmon ova from infected sites to salmon hatcheries and smolt 
units will have to originate from individual parent broodstock 
tested and diagnosed as IPN virus negative. 

19. All farms holding salmonid species will be inspected twice 
yearly for IPN, and fish sampled and tested for the presence of 
IPN virus at least once every two years . 

20. These measures will be reviewed in 1995 following the 
completion of the 1993-1994 cycle of tests. 



(C) GYRODACTYLIASIS (CAUSED BY GYRODACTYLUS SALARIS) 

21 . Gyrodactyliasis will remain a notifiable disease for both 
farmed and wild stocks. Where Gyrodactyliasis infection is 
suspected or confirmed, affected sites will be designated and 
details published. Movements of live fish prohibited unless 
otherwise authorised. Where appropriate, action may be taken 
to destroy infected stock. 



(D) FURUNCULOSIS IN SALMON 

22. Furunculosis in salmon will remain notifiable in both 
farmed and wild stocks of salmon throughout Great Britain. 
Where clinical infection is confirmed, affected sites will be 
designated and details published. Movements of infected salmon 
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will be subject to official controls. 

23. All farms hold.in9f salmon will be inspected twice yearly 
for Furunculosis / and fish sampled and tested where appropriate 
for the presence of Furunculosis. 



(E) SPRING VIRAEMIA OF CARP (SVC) 

24. SVC will remain a notifiable disease for both farmed and 
wild stocks. Where SVC infection is suspected or confirmed, 
^^f®cted sites will be desic^nated and details published. 
Movements of live fish prohibited unless otherwise authorised. 

I , D .. t3^Qductions into Great Britain of species susceptible to BKD. 
IPN, Furunculosis in salmon. Gvrodactvliasis and SVC. 

25. The introduction of susceptible species will be permitted 
from other parts or zones of the Community which administer 
disease controls similar to those operating within Great 
Britain. 



MAFF 

SOAFD 

WOAD 

March 1992 
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EXISTING NATIONAL LEGISLATION AND PROPOSED CHANGES 
1. DISEASES OF FISH ACT 1937 (as amended) 



Section 1 prohibits the import of (i) live salmonids unless 
otherwise authorised by Parliament and (ii) live freshwater 
fish, their ova and salmonid ova unless licensed by 
Ministers . 

Section 2 enables Ministers to designate areas infected by 
notifiable disease; to impose movement restrictions and to 
require the removal of dead or dying fish from infected 
waters . 

Section 3 specifies the duties and powers of the National 
Rivers Authority and Scottish Fishery Boards in respect of 
wild or natural fish stocks. 

Section 4 enables Ministers to serve "30 day notices" 
regulating movements into and out of fish farms where 
infection is suspected but not confirmed. 

Sections 5 to 13 deal with supplementary provisions. 

These powers will be retained post 1992 insofar as they will be 
required to deal with imports of live fish from third countries 
and with outbreaks of disease which occur in natural or wild 
stocks and which fall outside the scope of Council Directive 
91/67/EEC. 

2. REGULATIONS MADE UNDER THE DISEASES OF FISH ACT 1937 

A. Diseases of Fish Order 1973 as amended (SI 1973/2093 and SI 
1984/301 ) 

Defines 'infected waters' as waters containing fish 
infected with 'notifiable disease' or those in which the 
causative organisms of such diseases are present. 



B. Djge&seg of Fish Regulations 1984 as amended (SI 1984/455 

and SI 1986/538) 

Prescribe 

■ the form of licences to import salmonids, live 
freshwater fish and their ova, and the manner of 
application 

■ the manner in which orders designating areas as 
infected with notifiable disease are published 
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'th6 form of 30 d&y notic6s" S6rv6d on fish fairms 
suspected of being infected 

the menneir in which eny fish^ foodstuffs ox 
articles seized or forfeited under the 1937 Act are 
to be dealt with 



C. 



Dj^eeses of Fish (Definit ion of "lnfected*M Order 1Qfl4 
(si 1984/301, SI 1988/195 and SI 1990/616) 



Lists the "notifiable fish diseases" in respect of which 
waters and adjoining land may be designated as infected. 



f!:!, Salm o n Family Or<1>.r 

1 y o D (SI 19o6/283) 

Allows the import into Great Britain of live salmonids from 
Northern Ireland. 



The regulations at A, B and C will be retained post 1992 
insofar as they will be necessary to deal with imports of 
live fish from third countries and with outbreaks of 
disease which occur in natural or wild stocks and which 
fall outside the scope of Council Directive 91/67/EEC. 

The regulations at D permitting imports of live salmonids 
from N. Ireland will be revoked since such imports will be 
covered by the terms of Directive 91 /67/EEC. 

3. DISEASES OF FISH ACT 1983 



Sections 1 to 5 
Section 6 

Section 7 to 9 



amend the Diseases of Fish Act 1937 

amends the Sea Fisheries (Shellfish) Act 
1967 

enable Ministers to establish a register 
of fish and shellfish farming 
businesses 



4. 



Section 10 to 1 1 : general provisions 



The provisions of the Act will be retained post 1992 
insofar as Ministers will wish to maintain a register of 
fish and shellfish farms and insofar as they remain 
relevant to the amendment of the Diseases of Fish Act 1937 



THE REGISTRATION OF FISH FARMING AND 
BUSINESSES ORDER 1985 (SI 1985/1391) 



SHELLFISH FARMING 



These regulations, made under the Diseases of Fish Act 
1983, require the registration of all fish and shellfish 
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fanning businesses/ the provision of information relating 
to such businesses and the maintenance of movement records* 

These regulations will be retained subject to the following 
proposed amendments: 

(i) any fish farmer/ who commences or ceases to hold 

species of fish susceptible to VHS or IHN/ will be 
required to notify the appropriate Fisheries 

Department within 28 days; 

(ii) any shellfish farmer, who commences or ceases to 

hold species of shellfish susceptible to Bonamia, 
Haplosporidium/ Marteilia or PerkinsuS/ will be 
required to notify the appropriate Fisheries 

Department within 28 days; 

(iii) the provision for the submission of annual summaries 

of fish and shellfish movements will only be 

required if requested by the Minister. The 

information so requested will be in respect of the 
calendar year ending 31 December. 

5. THE IMPORTATION OF SALMONID VISCERA ORDER 1986 (SI 
1986/2265) 

These regulations/ made under the Animal Health Act 1981/ 
prohibit the importation into Great Britain of any viscera 
of salmonid fish/ whether or not detached from a dead fish/ 
from a country outside of Great Britain except under the 
authority of a licence. Licences are currently operative 
allowing the import of: 

(i) the viscera of Atlantic salmon and rainbow trout 
from Isle of Man/ Northern Ireland and the Republic 
of Ireland/ 

(ii) salmonid viscera for incorporation into other foods / 

(iii) salmonid viscera for use aS/ or incorporation in/ 
pet or animal feed and the transhipment of salmonid 
viscera through our territorial waters. 

These regulations and licences will be retained insofar as it is 
necessary to maintain controls over the import of salmonid 
viscera from third countries pending the development of 
Community controls. 

6. SEA FISHERIES (SHELLFISH) ACT 1967 (as amended) 

Section 12 enables Ministers to prohibit/ by order/ the 

deposit or taking of shellfish in designated 
waters/ including adjoining land, unless 
otherwise licensed 
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Section 13 enables Ministers to prohibit, by order, the 

importation of shellfish into designated 
waters and adjoining land 

Section 1 4 supplementary provisions 



Section 1 5 empowers Ministers to destroy 'infected' 

shellfish in public fisheries; to take action 
to eliminate disease or pests from such 
fisheries and to restock those fisheries 



These powers will be retained post 1992 insofar as they may 
be required to deal with the deposit and importation of 
shellfish from third countries. 



7. REGULATIONS MADE UNDER THE SEA FISHERIES (SHELLFISH) ACT 
1967 

^ A) The Molluscan Shellfish (Control of Deposit) Order 
1974 (as amended) (SI 1974/1555 and SI 1983/159) 

The Molluscan Shellfish (Control of Deposit) 

(Scotland) Order 1987 (SI 1978/560) 

These regulations divide the tidal waters and foreshore of 
Great Britain and adjacent land comprising shellfish 
cleansing and storing establishments, shellfish hatcheries, 
pits and ponds into designated areas and prohibit the 
deposit in a designated area of any molluscan shellfish 
taken from outside that area unless otherwise licensed by 
Ministers . 



(B) The Lobsters (Control of Deposit) Order 1981 (SI 1981/994) 

These regulations divide the tidal waters of Great Britain 
and adjacent land within one mile of such waters into 
designated areas and prohibit the deposit in a designated 
area of any lobster (Homarus. gammarus or Homarus 
americanus) taken from outside that area unless otherwise 
licensed by Ministers. These controls also extend to 
inland waters and adjacent land used to treat or store 
lobsters where such waters discharge directly or indirectly 
into tidal waters. 



(C) ItSfi — tgbstgrg ( Control 2 f Importation) Order 1981 (SI 

1981/995) 

These regulations prohibit the importation of any lobster 
into any land within one mile of designated tidal and 
inland waters where deposits in such waters would be in 
contravention of the Lobsters (Control of Deposit) Order 
1981. 
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The regulations at A will be revoked from 1 January 1993 
and future deposits of molluscan shellfish will depend on 
the conditions attached to the programmes designed to 
secure approved zone status in respect of the shellfish 
diseases Bonamia, Haplosporidium, Marteilia and Perkinsus. 

The regulations at B and C will continue to operate until 
31 December 1992. Future controls concerning the 
importation and deposit of lobsters will be considered in 
the light of Community decisions on amendments to Directive 
91 /67/EEC. 



MAFF 

SOAFD 

WOAD 

March 1992 
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APPENDIX D 



FUTUHB INTRODUCTIONS OF ORNAMENTAL FISH AND SHELLFISH 

1. From 1 January 1993, separate rules will operate for the 
introduction of ornamental fish and shellfish originating 
from: 

(i) other Member States 

(ii) third countries (ie those outside the EC). 
IntrQductions from other Memb er States 

2 . Assuming that Great Britain achieves approved zone status 
for IHN and VHS, introductions of fanned, ornamental fish 
would be permitted from:- 

(i) other approved zones, or 

(ii) approved farms in non-approved zones or 

(iii) non-approved farms in non-approved zones which do 
not hold species susceptible to IHN and VHS and 
which are not connected to watercourses, estuarial 
or coastal waters, provided such farms do not 
themselves recexve fxsh from the wild or other farms 
in non-approved zones which contain susceptible 
species or which are connected to a watercourse or 
with coastal or estuarial waters. 

3. Introductions of ornamental wild fish would be permitted 
from approved zones only. Similar arrangements will 
operate for ornamental shellfish. All introductions will 
need to be accompanied by a movement certificate completed 
by the official services for the place of origin. 

Imports from Third Countries 

4. In the long term, imports of ornamental fish and shellfish 
will have to originate from countries (or zones within 
them) approved by the European Commission and the 
Community's Standing Veterinary Committee. Conditions may 
be imposed as to the source of any import, the species to 
be imported, their stage of development, treatment before 
despatch, and their use and treatment after despatch. All 
consignments will have to be accompanied by movement 
certificates completed by the official services in the 
country of origin. 

unlikely that the Commission and the Standing 
Veterinary Committee will be able to finalise the 
arrangements for imports from third countries prior to 
1993. In these circumstances Member States may continue to 
apply national rules provided that these are at least 
equivalent to the rules applying to intra-Community trade. 
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Against this background it is proposed that the present 
system of import licensing, which applies to both 
ornamental and non-ornamental fish, should continue to 
operate for imports from third countries and be extended to 
marine fish and shellfish. Additionally, 

( 1 ) authorisation would not be given for import of 

(a) salmonids unless otherwise authorised in line 
with the existing provisions of Section 1 of 
the Diseases of Fish 1937 Act (supplying 
countries would need to satisfy conditions 
required of approved zones in the Community); 

(b) other fish susceptible to IHN and VHS such as 
pike, grayling and coregonus unless they 
originate from zones satisfying the 
conditions required of approved zones in the 
Community; 

(c) any shellfish susceptible to Bonamia, 
Marteilia, Haplosporidium and Perkinsus 
unless they originate from zones satisfying 
the conditions required of approved coastal 
zones in the community; 

(d) protected or endangered species or any 
species likely to pose a significant 
ecological threat to our native fish 
populations . 

(2) full health certification, by the official service 
of the country of origin, would be required for any 
other kind of fish except for fish intended for 
ornamental purposes and not for release into the 
inland or coastal waters of Great Britain. 

(3) full health certification, by the official service 
of the country of origin, would be required for any 
other kind of shellfish intended for deposit or 
release into the inland or coastal waters of Great 
Britain. 

4) certification, by the official service of the 

country of origin, would be required for any fish or 
shellfish intended for ornamental purposes only. 

6. Some 99% of imports from third countries are likely to fall 
into category (4). These would also include marine and 
brackish species of fish and all shellfish, at present 
outwith the scope of import controls. The accompanying 
certificate would require the following information: 
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■ the country of origin; 

■ source; 

■ name and address of suppXier; 

■ the date and time of departure; 

■ details of the consignment including the name 
of the species, the total number and their 
average length or size, plus the total number 
of packages comprising the consignment, the 
total weight and date of despatch; 

■ name and address of consignee; 

■ mode of transport; 

and would include a statement to the effect that the source 
was not known to be infected by certain named diseases. 
Examples of the certificates which might be used for future 
imports of fish and shellfish are attached at Annex 1 and 
2 . 

The current licence application form, D0F7, will be 
simplified and the information sought restricted to the 
name and address of the consignee and to the intended 
category of import specified at paragraph 5. The consignee 
would then be issued with a licence which would have to be 
presented to appropriate authorities at the time of import 
along with the certification required from the official 
services of the country of origin. Each consignee would be 
given a discrete licence number and any duplicates 
sub-numbered in seriatum. 



MAFF 

SOAFD 

WOAD 

March 1992 
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IMPORTANT 

B«(ort you eompl«t« th« form ploaso rtad tht 
Notat for Guidanca ovarlaaf. 

Tha flail eovarad by this carttfieata must NOT 
ba ralaasad Into tha natural aquatic 
anvironmant In tha Unhad Kingdom. 



Certificate for the import of 
srnamental FISH into the United Kingdom 

This certificate must accompany the consignment at aii times 



1. Country Of Origin 

3. Nama and full 
address of 
supplier 



4. Nature of consignment 



Please complete m BLO CK LETTERS 

2. Source 




Fish 



□ 

□ 



□ 



Tick appiopriate box(tt) 

• Gametes 

• Freshwater 



Tropical 



□ 



Total number of boxes 
comorising consignment 


Date of 

desoatch 


Scientific name 
(Genus or spedet) 


a corof "w p n 


Total net 
number 


Average length 

or sizs (cm) 


rT', ;-o 




1 «— 1 1 1 1 » 1 1 1 I > 1 






■ ' V I i"* -Ji 


rAlI 


dJ 






IJ U 
































Ahemativety attach a copy of tha invoioa ahowing sciantifie and common name, number and size of fish 



5. Name and full 
address of 
consignee 




6. Means of transport 
(nature and identification) 



I. the undersigned certify that the animals forming the present consignment are not known to have originated from a source 
infected by Infectious Haematopoietic Necrosis (IHN), Viral Haemorrhagic Septicaemia (VHS) or Spring Viraemioof Carp (SVC). 



Done at 



on 




Name of 
otTidai service 



Signature 
Name in 

BLOCK LETTERS 
Function of 
signing officer 



arm No. 



riSHCMlCS OlViSlOM 
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Certificate for the import of 



IMPORTANT 

• Before you complete the form please reap the 
Notes for Guldar^ oveheaf. 

• Tht Shellfish covered by this certificate must 
NOT be released into the natural aquatic 
environment In the Unltad Kingdom. 



ornamental SHELLFISH into the United Kingdom 



This certificate must accompany the consignment at ail times 



r 



1 . 

3 . 



Country of origin 

Name and full 
address of 
supplier 



Please corrylete m BLO CK LETTERS 

2. Source 



Nature of consignment 
Marine Molluscs □ 
Freshwater Crustacea LH 



e 

e 



Tcfc appmpriate box(et) 
Freshwater Molluscs I 

□ 



Tropical 



e 



Marine Crustacea ED 
Non-tropical □ 



Total number of boxes Total 

comprising consignment weioht ^ 


Date of j 

desoatch 1 


Sceintific name 
(Genus and species) 


Common name 


Tosai 

number 


Avorage length 
or size (cm) 






















J • ■ 




1 






J Li 
























Altemativity attach a copy of tha Invoice ahowing aclentifle and common name, number and slza of ahellflah 



Name and full 
address of 
consignee 




6. Means of transport 
(nature and dentff'cation) 



t , the undersigned certify that the animals forming the present consignment are not known to riave oogmat ed f rom a source 
infected by Bonamia. Maneilia. Haplosporidium or Perkinsus. 



Done at 



on 



sump of Official Service 



Name of 
official service 



Signature 
Name in 

BLOCK LETTERS 
Function of 



signing officer 



Form No. 
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